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                    Abstract

In this vignette study, three hypotheses concerning differences in social workers’ assessment off single fathers and mothers are tested: first, that single fathers with custody of their children, who have problems similar to those often faced by single mothers, are assessed as having more serious problems than the mothers; secondly, that single fathers in such a situation tend to be assessed as being less deserving of support than single mothers in the same situation; thirdly, that the help offered to both sexes follows gender-traditional patterns. The results support the hypotheses. The overall problems and mental health tended to be assessed as more serious in the case of the father than in the case of the mother. The single father was assessed as being more responsible for his situation. The single mother was assessed as being in need of assistance in more areas and more varied social welfare measures were recommended for her than for the father. Finally, the results also show that only support which could enable the client to obtain paid work and be able to pay off the debts on his car was given higher priority in the case of the father.
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